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To:
Cc:

Subject:

Martha Johnson [marthaj@fcta.com]
Friday, August 18, 2006 4:33 PM
Filings@psc.state.fl.us

Larry Harris; Connie Kummer; Bob Trapp; john_butler@fpl.com; bob_valdez@fpl.com; lynne_adams@fpl.com;
paul.lewisjr@pgnmail.com; john.burnett@pgnmail.com; htbryant@tecoenergy.com; Iwillis@ausley.com;
mcutshaw@fpuc.com; fecabill@earthlink.net; fred.bryant@fmpa.com; gene@penningtonlaw.com; Carolyn
Marek; swright@yvlaw.net; Nancy Sims; jlavia@yvlaw.net; swright@yvlaw.net; de.orark@verizon.com,
tbradford@townofpalimbeach.com; Thoma.mccabe@tdselecom.com; linda.saul-sena@tampagov.net;
donald.schleicher@icec.net; dennie hamilton@lcec.net; Natalie_smith@fpl.com; john_butier@fpl.com;
charles.j.rehwinkel@embarg.com; vipadp@aol.com; FCTA,; cdudley@bcmdm.com; Janice Caluda;
wesley.benton@cox.com; bkerr@atlanticbb.com; gene.white@mybrighthouse.com; joe.crone@twcable.com,
john_norton@cable.comcast.com; kay.jackson@cox.com; mark.o'ceallaigh@cox.com;
mickeyharreison@yahoo.com; scheller@advancedcable.net; srouth@mediacomcc.com; Tim Gage;
bgluckma@mediacomcc.com; alison_jenkin@cable.comcast.com; Barbara Bonowicz; Bret Perkins;
brian_rankin@comcast.com; ccraib@mediacomcc.com; christopher_mcdonald@cable.comcast.com; Cody J.
Harrison; Diane Pickett Culpepper; dgarofano@atlantichb.com; grace_manno@comcast.com;
jane.bremer@adelphia.com; jmcknight@mediacomecc.com; jpagano@advancedcable.net;
john_sullivan@comcast.com; katyodonnell@mediacomcc.com; John Spalding; Kristen Weathersby; Sandra

Sigmund; kiayton_fennell@cable.comcast.com; bill_ferry@cable.comcast.com; Keith Gregory; Kevin Hyman,
Susan Masterton

Docket Nos. 060172 and 060173 - FCTA Responsive Comments to Verizon’s August 11, 2006 Comments

Attachments: FCTA Responsive Comments.pdf

A.

8/18/2006

The person responsible for this electronic filing is:

Michael A. Gross
Vice President, Regulatory Affairs and Regulatory Counsel
Florida Cable Telecommunications Association

246 E. 6 Avenue
Tallahassee, FL 32303
850/681-1990
850/681-9676 (fax)
mgross@fcta.com

B. The docket numbers and titles are:

In Re: Docket No. 060172 - Re: Proposed amendments to rules regarding overhead electric facilities to
allow more stringent construction standards than required by National Electric Safety Code.

Docket No. 060173 - Re: Proposed rules governing placement of new electric distribution facilities

underground and conversion of existing overhead distribution facilities to underground facilities, to
address effects of extreme weather events.

C. This document is filed on behalf of the Florida Cable Telecommunications Association, Inc.
D. The Cover Letter and Comments are a total of 6 pages.

E. Attached for filing is the Responsive Comments of M.T. (Mickey) Harrelson, Consultant, submitted
on behalf of the Florida Cable Telecommunications Association, Inc.
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Thank you,



Message

8/18/2006

Martha Johnson

Regulatory Assistant

Florida Cable Telecommunications Association
246 E. 6th Avenue

Tallahassee, FL 32303

850/681-1990

850/681-9676 (fax)
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Florida Cable Telecommunications Association

Steve Wilkerson, President
VIA ELECTRONIC DELIVERY

August 18, 2006

Ms. Blanca S. Bayo, Director
Division of the Commission Clerk
And Administrative Services
Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Bivd.
Tallahassee, FI, 32399-0850

RE: Docket Nos. 060172-EU and 060173-EU — Responsive Comments by M.T. (Mickey)
Harrelson on behalf of the FCTA

Dear Ms. Bayo:

Attached for filing is the Responsive Comments of M.T. (Mickey) Harrelson, Consultant,
submitted on behalf of the Florida Cable Telecommunications Association, Inc., on the Affidavit
of Dr, Lawrence M. Slavin and Appendix 1 concerning Rule 25-6.034, Florida Administrative
Code, filed on August 11, 2006, as part of the Initial Comments of Verizon Florida Inc.,
concerning proposed amendments to Rules 25-6.034, 25-6.064, 25-6.078, and 25-6.115.

Copies have been served upon the parties of record by electronic and U.S. Mail delivery.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter, Please contact me with any questions.
Sincerely,

s/ Michael A. Gross

Michael A. Gross

Vice President, Regulatory Affairs &

Regulatory Counsel

Enclosure

ce: All Parties of Record
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

HEREBY CERTIFY that a true and correct copy of the foregoing Responsive Comments

of Florida Cable Telecommunications Association’s expert witness, Mickey Harrelson, has been

served upon the following parties electronically and by U.S. Mail this 18™ day of August 2006.

Lawrence Hatris

Legal Division

Florida Public Service Commission
2540 Shumard Oak Blvd.
Tallahassee, FL. 32399-0850

Ausley Law Firm (TECO) '
Lee Willis

Jim Beasley

P.O. Box 391

Tallahassee, FL 32302

BellSouth Telecommunications, Inc.
James Meza [11

E. Earl Edenfield, Jr.

c/o Ms. Nancy H. Sims

150 South Monroe Street, Suite 400
Tallahassee, FL 32301-1556

Embarg

Charles J. Rehwinkel

3 15 S. Calhoun St., Ste. 500
Tallahassee, FL, 32301

Beggs & Lane Law Firm (GPC)
Russell Badders

P.O. Box 12950

Pensacola, FL 32576-2950

Boca Woods Emergency Power Committee
Alan Platner

11379 Boca Woods Lane

Boca Raton, FL. 33428

Florida Power & Light Company
Natalie F. Smith

John T. Butler

700 Universe Boulevard

Juno Beach, FL 33408

Florida Municipal Electric Association, Inc.
Frederick M. Bryant Donald Schleicher
Jody Lamar Finklea William Hamilton
Post Office Box 3209

Tallahassee, FL 323 15-3209

Lee County Electric Cooperative, Inc.
P. 0. Box 3455
North Fort Myers, FL 33918-3455

H. M. Rollins Company, Inc.
H. M. Rollins

P.O. Box 3471

Gulfport, MS 39505

Treated Wood Council

Jeff Miller

11 11 19th Street, NW, Suite 800
Washington, DC 20036

North American Wood Pole Council
Dennis Hayward

7017 NE Highway 99, Suite 108
Vancouver, WA 98665

Pennington Law Firm (Time Warner)
Howard E. (Gene) Adams

P.O. Box 10095

Tallahassee, FL 32302-2095

Southern Pressure Treaters Association
Carl Johnson

P.O. Box 3219

Pineville, LA 7 1360

Tampa City Council




Councilwoman Linda Saul-Sena
3 15 East Kennedy Boulevard, 3rd Floor
Tampa, FL 33602

Town of Palm Beach

Thomas G. Bradford, Deputy Town Mgr
P.O. Box 2029

Palm Beach, FL 33480

Verizon Florida Inc.

Dulaney L. O'Roark I11

Six Concourse Parkway, Suite 600
Atlanta, GA 30328

Town of Jupiter Island

Donald R. Hubbs, Asst Town Mgr
P.O. Box 7

Hobe Sound, FL 33475

s/ Michael A. Gross

Michael A. Gross

Todd Brown
7017 NE Highway 99, Suite 108
Vancouver, WA 98665

Young Law Firm

R. Scheffel Wright

John LaVia

225 South Adams Street, Suite 200
Tallahassee, FL. 32301

TDS TelecodQuincy Telephone
Mr, Thomas M, McCabe

P. 0. Box 189

Quincy, FL 32353-0189




BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In re: Proposed rules governing placement DOCKET NO. 060172-EU
of new electric distribution facilities
underground, and conversion of existing
overhead  distribution  facilities  to
underground facilities, address effects of
extreme weather events.

In re: Proposed amendments to rules DOCKET NO. 060173-EU
regarding overhead electric facilities to

allow more stringent construction standards Filed: August 18, 2006
than required by National Electric Safety

Code.

RESPONSIVE COMMENTS OF M.T. MICKEY) HARRELSON,
CONSULTANT, SUBMITTED ON BEHALF OF THE FLORIDA CABLE
TELECOMMUNICATIONS ASSSOCIATION, INC., ON THE AFFIDAVIT OF
DR. LAWRENCE M. SLAVIN AND APPENDIX 1 CONCERNING
RULE 25-6.034, FLORIDA ADMINSTRATIVE CODE, FILED ON AUGUST 11,
2006, AS PART OF THE INITIAL COMMENTS OF YERIZON FLORIDA INC.,
CONCERNING PROPOSED AMENDMENTS TO RULES 25-6.034, 25-6.064,
25-6.078, AND 25-6.115

Dr. Slavin is particularly qualified to render opinions on proposed Rule 25-6.034
because of his education and background and his past and present service as a member of
the NESC Subcommittee 5.

Dr. Slavin presented in Appendix 1 a thorough and technically oriented
explanation of Grades of Construction, Loading requirements for grades B'& C and
strength requirements. He explained that direct wind forces on poles and lines increase in
proportion to the square of the wind speed. The NESC requires applying extreme wind
design to structures greater than 60 feet high, not to distribution poles of less height.
Applying an extreme wind calculation, in the 150 mph zone, to a distribution pole will
require a pole almost 400% as strong as required by the NESC. Even in the 110 mph

zone the distribution pole must be 200 % as strong as presently required.




Figure 2 of Dr. Slavin’s report illustrates that extremely strong (large diameter)
wood poles will be required to provide the design strength which is now provided by the
corﬁmonly used 40 foot class 4 pole. The results are a minimum class 1 is required. For
110 mph wind design a class H1, 120 mph and 130 mph requires a class H2, 140 mph
requires a class H4, and 150 mph requires an HS.

I have checked with a large manufacturer of wood utility poles. The required class
land H I thru H 5 wood polés, indicated in Figure 2, are rare to non-existent in today’s
supply of wood utility distribution poles. Approximately only one in 30 of the 40 foot
poles produced isclass 1. H 1 th‘u H 5 - 40 foot poles must be special ordered. A class
H 5 - 40 foot pole is equivalent to the bottom 40 feet of an 80 foot class 1 pole. The
volume of wood in a pole increases approximately 15% for each increase in pole class for
a given pole length. Prices increase about the same amount (15%) per pole class increase
for commonly available poles. The compound increase between a class 4 pole and a class
1 pole is 52%. The increase between class 4 and class H 5 is 306%.

The non-availability of large wood poles together with the high cost of utilizing
steel or concrete poles for distribution lines are more reasons to go slowly with
implementing Rule 25-6.034.

Dr. Slavin also pointed out that much of the damage to lines on less than 60 foot
poles is caused by wind-blown debris rather than the direct effect of the wind.

I have observed that another large factor in pole safety failure is leaning poles.

The poles did not break but leaned over to an unsafe angle due to storm forces and soil




too soft to hold the pole upright. Stronger (larger diameter) poles will not solve this
problem. Storm guys, if practical, will solve the structure strength and soft soil problem.
Nothing is gained by having extremely strong distribution poles broken by flying
trees and other debris or pushed over in soil too soft to resist the force of the wind.
I agree with Dr. Slavin’s recommendations in paragraph 5 of Appendix 1 to his
affidavit. Do not apply extreme wind design requirements to distribution poles or do so

only under very limited, well-defined circumstances.

Submiitted by:

Michael T. (Mickey) Harrelson, Consultant
Professional Engineer

P.O0.Box 432

McRae, GA 31055

On behalf of the Florida Cable Telecommunications Association




