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PROCEEDI NGS

2 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Moving to [tem No. 12.

3 M. Maurey -- nope, M. Ballinger, |ooks |ike

4 he is wanting to speak.

5 MR. BALLI NGER: W have a hand-off.

6 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Al'l right. M. Ballinger,

7 you have the fl oor.

8 MR, BALLI NGER: Good norni ng, Chairman and

9 Comm ssi oner G- aham and Conm ssi oners.

10 Item 12 staff's reconmendati on addressing the
11 application for a staff-assisted rate case b Deer
12 Creek RV Golf & Country O ub, Incorporated.

13 Deer Creek is a Cass Cutility providing

14 wat er and wast ewat er services to approximtely 752
15 residential and 39 custoners in Polk County. Like
16 the previous item Deer Creek is also a purchaser
17 of both bulk water and wastewater from Pol k County.
18 A custoner neeting was held in Decenber of

19 2019, and 10 custoners spoke at the neeting. The
20 vast majority of comments, have been about 150

21 filed in the docket, have related to expressed an
22 obj ection or concern regardi ng the magni tude of the
23 rate increase and other concerns about the use of
24 Deer Creek's distribution and collection |ines by
25 nonutility custoners.
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1 This is Deer Creek's first SARC since becom ng
2 autility in 2017. It used to be run by honmeowners
3 and were exenpt, and they cane under our
4 jurisdiction in 2017.
5 On the phone today, you have Ashley Winsfeld
6 (sic) -- Weisenfeld fromyour |egal counsel. From
7 techni cal counsel, Em |y Knobl auch, Todd Brown and
8 Shannon Hudson. For the utility you have Jeff
9 Smal |, Cerald Buhr, Edgar Riley and M ke Caruso.
10 And for the OFfice of Public Counsel, | believe Tad
11 David is on the line. And staff is here to answer
12 any of your questions.
13 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Thank you, M. Ballinger.
14 M. Small, do you have a coment to open wth?
15 MR, SMALL: Good norning Conm ssioners. Jeff
16 Smal |, OCBQA Consulting, on behalf of Deer Creek
17 Utilities.
18 Deer Creek wi shes to thank the Conmi ssion for
19 proceeding with this agenda considering the current
20 state of affairs. That being said, Deer Creek
21 supports staff's recommendation for this issue.
22 Wth ne today are Deer Creek's | egal counsel
23 Geral d Buhr, President of the Board of D rectors,
24 John R ley, and Past President Mke Caruso. W are
25 avai l abl e to answer any questions or comments for
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1 t hi s proceedi ng.

2 Thank you.

3 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Thank you, M. Small.

4 M. David, are you on the |ine?

5 MR DAVID: Yes, sir.

6 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Al right.

7 MR. DAVID: Again, can -- can you hear ne

8 fine?

9 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Yes, sir. W can hear you.
10 MR DAVID. Geat.

11 kay. Again -- and | appreciate this tine

12 again fromthe comm ssioners and staff and

13 everyone.

14 And | wanted to first note that OPC does not
15 obj ect or oppose staff's reconmendation. W have
16 been in pretty continual conversation and

17 communi cation with staff and -- and with M. Snal
18 and the other utility's representative, and so

19 we -- but we do have one ongoi ng concern, which, as
20 | said, shouldn't hold up staff's recommendati on

21 necessarily, but | did want to get it on record.

22 As -- as nentioned in the introduction,

23 M. Ballinger's introduction, Deer Creek is

24 provi di ng wastewater collection services directly
25 to sone Pol k County custoners, but in sonme of these
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1 ci rcunstances, or in these circunstances we are

2 concerned about, neither Pol k County nor the Polk
3 County custoners are conpensating Deer Creek for
4 t hese services. And we feel like this results in
5 Deer Creek custoners paying for services, including
6 mai nt enance and electricity, that directly benefits
7 Pol k County and Pol k County's custoners.
8 OPC would i ke to address these concerns
9 wi t hout halting the SARC docket today. To this
10 end, Deer Creek and OPC have agreed to work
11 together to pursue a resol ution addressing the
12 unconpensat ed use of sone of their wastewater
13 col l ection and punping equipnent. And if
14 successful, we hope that this wll reduce custoner
15 rates, Deer Creek custonmer rates in an appropriate
16 and revenue neutral manner. OPC and Deer Creek
17 woul d also i ke to see staff participate in this
18 pr ocess.
19 VWhile -- you know, while Deer Creek will not
20 be required to pursue any formof litigation other
21 than potentially filing a rate case petition if the
22 PS -- with the PSC, excuse ne, if that's necessary
23 to reduce the custoner rate, you know, Deer Creek
24 has represented they wll cooperate with OPC if OPC
25 deens it necessary to litigate any of these issues.
114 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting (850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



1 Once again, | wanted to just get this on
2 record and, you know, OPC does not object to the --
3 or oppose staff's recommendation in this docket,
4 but we wanted the Conm ssion to be aware of this --
5 the issues that | have just previously stated.
6 | really appreciate your tinme again this
7 nmor ni ng. Thank you.
8 CHAI RVAN CLARK:  Thank you, M. David.
9 | shared both of your concerns as well
10 regarding the utilization of facilities. | think
11 that you have our conmmtnment with our staff to work
12 wth you to see if we can cone to sone resol ution
13 to the benefit of the consuners of Deer Creek, so
14 you have our support there.
15 Any other interested parties have any
16 comment s?
17 Conmi ssi oner Graham any commrents?
18 Conmi ssi oner Brown?
19 COMWM SSI ONER BROMN: No, no questions or
20 coment s.
21 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Conmi ssi oner Pol mann?
22 COW SSI ONER PCLMANN:  Yes, sir. Thank you.
23 This is probably one of nore interesting water
24 and wast ewat er dockets that | have seen. And |
25 reviewed this thoroughly wwth staff. W had quite
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1 a detailed discussion in briefing, and | appreciate

2 the detail that staff was able to go through with
3 me.
4 | am pl eased to hear OPC stepping forward and
5 their wllingness to work with Deer Creek and the
6 county on the itemthat themraised. In ny
7 di scussion with staff, we -- we did tal k about
8 that, as you did, M. Chairman, and | support the
9 fact that staff will continue to have sone
10 di scussions regarding that. It's ny understanding
11 that the Comm ssion does not have any authority or
12 jurisdiction on that, but |I think it will be for
13 the benefit of the custoners, and hopefully there
14 wi Il be sone progress on that.
15 The -- and the other itens in here that --
16 that are fairly conplex, in sone regard at |east, |
17 think are largely addressed certainly in ny
18 satisfaction and briefing, so | would support this
19 staff recomrendati on novi ng forward.
20 Those are the only cooments | have, M.
21 Chai rman. Thank you.
22 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Thank you, Conm ssioner
23 Pol mann.
24 Conmi ssi oner Fay?
25 COMWM SSI ONER FAY: No questions, M. Chairmn.
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1 | can second that if it makes it easy for you.

2 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Thank you.

3 Al right. Any other comments?

4 Conmmi ssi oner G ahanf?

5 COMW SSI ONER GRAHAM  Yes, M. Chairman. |
6 nove staff recommendation on all issues on |Item No.
7 12.

8 COW SSI ONER FAY:  Second.

9 CHAI RVAN CLARK: | have a notion and a second
10 to approve all issues on Item No. 12 as presented.
11 Any di scussi on?

12 Comm ssi oner Graham your vote?

13 COW SSI ONER GRAHAM  Yes.

14 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Conm ssi oner Brown?

15 COW SSI ONER BROMWN:  Aye.

16 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Comm ssi oner Pol mann?

17 COW SSI ONER POLMANN:  Aye.

18 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Conm ssi oner Fay?

19 COW SSI ONER FAY:  Aye.
20 CHAI RMAN CLARK: The itemis approved.
21 (Agenda item concl uded.)
22
23
24
25
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