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1 PROCEEDI NGS
2 CHAl RVAN CLARK: Good norning. Let ne wel cone
3 everyone to Agenda Conference. Today is Tuesday,
4 March 2nd. It's great to see everyone. |It's good
5 to see so many live bodies in the room This is a
6 real treat for nme and sone of the fol ks that have
7 been here and working through of the process from
8 this building each nonth. It's good to have sone
9 folks joining with us this norning.
10 Before we begin, | would Iike to invite those
11 who would like to do so to join us in the
12 I nvocation and Pl edge of Allegiance | ed by
13 Comm ssi oner G aham
14 (I'nvocation and Pl edge of All egi ance.)
15 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  You may be seat ed.
16 Bef ore we begin our script this norning, we
17 are going to take a nonment of personal privilege.
18 Today is a bittersweet day. There is just so many
19 enotions, | think, going through this roomright
20 now as we are |osing one of our fell ow
21 Comm ssioners. And | say losing, | use that term
22 probably incorrectly. You wll always be a part of
23 this Conm ssion, part of this body and we are
24 forever grateful for your services.
25 | amgoing to do sonething a little out of the
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1 ordinary. | amgoing to ask, Conm ssioner Brown,

2 if you would, cone join us, please. W are not

3 going to talk to you across this great divide here.

4 W want you to cone up and join us for a few

5 noments as we say sone thank yous. | felt like I

6 shoul d have probably given her this seat.

7 | wll begin by saying again, thank you for

8 your | eadership. Thank you for your dedication and

9 you are service.

10 Three years ago when | joined this body, I

11 came in under -- being able to watch the | eadership
12 exhi bited by a group of Comm ssioners that | have
13 cone to know and respect. And | also had the

14 privilege before being given the opportunity to

15 serve as chair to serve under two great chairnen,
16 and got to watch two uni que | eadership styles with
17 t hen Chairman Brown and Chai rman G aham and see

18 how this comm ssion really worked and operated, and
19 | could not be nore inpressed with what | saw and
20 what | was able to learn. | learned so nuch from
21 each of your styles and your abilities.

22 And, Conm ssioner Brown, | have always had a
23 huge anmount of respect for your know edge and your
24 wi sdom when it cane to this conmm ssion and

25 under st andi ng what makes this body work, and how
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1 you worked so diligently and so hard to nake sure

2 that our consuners were protected, and that our

3 state was positioned and postured in the best

4 possi bl e stance that it could be placed in.

5 | just want to say thank you for your service.

6 | could go on for a long, long tinme about what

7 Conmm ssi oner Brown has neant to nme personally.

8 | wll never forget ny first conversation

9 before | joined the Comm ssion, | got a phone cal
10 from | believe, it was this 813 area code. | had
11 no idea who it was and | answered it.

12 Two- and-a-half hours later | was able to get off of
13 t hat phone call and resune ny day. But | |earned a
14 lot in that two-and-a-half hours, and |I have

15 | earned to heed your advice, your wi sdom and thank
16 you for your dedication and your service, and I

17 wi sh you the applications best in your future

18 endeavors. DBPR is an incredible organization and
19 | think that, under your |eadership, is going to go
20 further. Thank you.

21 | amgoing to turn it over to Comm ssioner

22 Graham for a few comments. W will nove right

23 around the room

24 COMM SSI ONER GRAHAM A few comments, | am not
25 quite sure what that neans.
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1 CHAl RMAN CLARK: | have a tiner, Comm ssioner

2 Graham | amgoing to start it.

3 COMM SSI ONER GRAHAM  Is | told -- as | always

4 told anybody that's cone before ne, that if you

5 can't say it in three mnutes, you are wasting ny

6 time and your tine.

7 Commi ssi oner Brown, we've been through so

8 much. Actually, | was just sitting here doing the

9 math. It was 3,701 day we've served together.

10 W' ve seen sone challenging tines. W' ve gone
11 over many, nany, many hurdles. | have to say the
12 first -- the first load that | saw that the agency
13 push on you is when you did the water group, you

14 singl e-handedly nastered that, and | think a | ot of
15 great |egislation cane out of that.

16 | want to say you put us on the map, but our
17 first goal when we got here was to get off the map,
18 because we were in the front page of the paper

19 every day and we managed to ki nd of squash nost of
20 that stuff and got back to just doing the work of
21 t he agency, and you are part of the original Team
22 Florida. You have been absolute at this fantastic.
23 We've done a lot of things, not just here in
24 the state of Florida, but nationw de. And you

25 si ngl e-handedly actually did a | ot of things
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1 over seas hel pi ng sone of our sister countries, you
2 know, deal with hurricane devastation and that sort
3 of thing.

4 You have been -- you have been a true | eader

5 when it cones to hurricane preparation. You have

6 been a true | eader when it conmes to -- (inaudible)

7 -- you have been a true | eader when it cane to a

8 | ot of things.

9 And you have al ways been a cal mng influence
10 for us. | nmean, if not for you being up here, we
11 woul d be Iike a bunch of cavenen with clubs hashing
12 this out rather than trying to cone to sone
13 | egiti mate sol ution.

14 | do thank you for your |eadership. | nean, |
15 don't know about the two-week warning that we never
16 got fromyou, but I think we will allowyou -- |

17 think we will allow you to go because we need you
18 in the state of Florida being at sone |evel

19 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Conmm ssi oner La Rosa.

20 COWMW SSI ONER LA ROSA:  Thank you, Chair nan.

21 And, Conmi ssioner Brown, Madam Secretary, we
22 didn't get to serve that | ong together here on the
23 Conmm ssi on, but we got to know each other quite

24 well in previous experiences. O course, as a

25 nenber of the Legislature, | have watched PSC
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1 closely and watched it strive under your |eadership
2 as Chairman, but | was always inpressed. | was
3 happy to support you when you wanted to cone back
4 for reappoi ntnent, and we had wonder f ul
S conver sati ons.
6 And, of course, inny tinme, as | prepared, it
7 wasn't a two-and-a-half hour phone call that | had,
8 but, Comm ssioner, you were certainly one of the
9 first calls | reached out to top understand how I
10 can get prepared and how | can be diligent, and
11 t hank you for those. Your direction, your
12 | eadershi p hel ped ne get as prepared as | could for
13 this job.
14 | know the DBPRis not a -- is not an easy
15 agency, and the Governor had to sel ect sonebody who
16 was diligent, who was willing to put in all the
17 hard work and understand all the, you know, the
18 broad spectrumthat the agency has and really | ead
19 our state. And it's his vision to make sure that
20 we are | eaders around the country, and | couldn't
21 be nore excited for the decision that he made. |
22 know t hat he made the right choice | eading the
23 agency.
24 So | ama proud Floridan, and say thank you to
25 the Governor for making such a great choice. | --
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1 it's unfortunate that we are going to mss you
2 here, but so many constituents and residents and
3 future residents in the state of Florida wll be
4 able to gain fromyour |eadership in DBPR
5 So God bl ess your new endeavors and you are
6 not too far away. M nunber hasn't changed, but
7 t hank you so nmuch for your |eadership. | hope is
8 wel | .
9 Thank you.
10 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Thank you, Commi ssioner La
11 Rosa.
12 Comm ssi oner Fay, ny apology. | didn't
13 overl ook you. Your book was covering you up
14 there -- ny book was covering you up, so | didn't
15 see you.
16 Conmi ssi oner Fay.
17 COW SSI ONER FAY:  No problem Thank you, M.
18 Chairman. | appreciate it.
19 And | am-- | amstruggling with this one too.
20 | -- there is a chance | nmay be cutting sonme onions
21 up here in ny office so bear with ne.
22 Conmm ssi oner Brown has been a friend, a
23 mentor. You know, the Tanpa caucus is getting
24 small er and smaller now, so | seemto be the only
25 one left, but I know that you represent Tanpa and
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1 our state with honor.
2 And, you know, ny big concern selfishly is
3 what does the Commi ssion do without you? You are
4 sonmebody who brings thorough, thoughtful
5 di scussion. You are not afraid to push back on
6 sonething that you think is right, and I think in
7 addition to that, you are just such a good person
8 because you -- you are the one who reaches out on
9 bi rt hdays. You are the one who reaches out when
10 sonet hi ng has happened in our lives, and that's --
11 that's going to be tough. | amgoing to mss that.
12 But | wll say it is DBPR s gain, and | think
13 you are actually down the street, your office is
14 down the street fromus, so hopefully at sonme point
15 we will be able to cone by and see you and visit,
16 and we are going to support you.
17 It's definitely -- our loss is DBPR s gain.
18 You are such an incredible | eader, they are | ucky
19 to have you. The Governor nade the right choice on
20 this one, and | just w sh you the best of I uck.
21 SECRETARY BROWN. Thank you.
22 CHAl RVAN CLARK: Thank you, Conmm ssioner Fay.
23 Conm ssi oner Brown -- Secretary Brown, | am
24 sorry. This is going to take sone getting used to,
25 ri ght?
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10

1 Secretary Brown.

2 SECRETARY BROMWN: | amtruly overwhel ned by

3 your conmments and ny husband this norning, and ny

4 children, | spoke with them said it wll take you

5 five seconds to start crying, so | am containing

6 it. | have been able to, and, you know, you al

7 touch -- | have so much respect for you, and really

8 the words that you said will last in nmy nenory.

9 | had to wite this down because | really

10 wanted to capture and not |eave anything out, so |
11 apol ogize if | don't |ook at you, it's because | am
12 trying to avoid crying, nunber one, because | |ove
13 this agency, and | love the staff and ny col | eagues
14 and nmy own personal staff, but also | really want

15 to make sure | capture everything.

16 So with that, | just want to start out to |et
17 you know | have dreaded this day for so | ong

18 because sayi ng good- bye seens so pernanent.

19 Qovi ously, things are going to change in life, and
20 it was bound to happen in our position whether we
21 like it or not, change is going to happen, and | am
22 really learning how to enbrace change and the

23 grow ng pains of change, and | eaving an agency t hat
24 | adore, but DBPR is such a fabul ous agency in ny
25 six days there, | amon ny 7th, and it was very
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11

1 swft, and | amenbracing it, and I am super

2 excited about the future at that agency.

3 | truly apologize to our staff, my coll eagues,

4 for the swftness of ny departure, as it was

5 intended to really to help expedite finding a

6 repl acenent and ny successor swiftly given the

7 timng of ny appointnent, also with session

8 starting today really wanted to get in there right

9 away. | neant no disrespect to our famly here at
10 the Comm ssion -- two weeks, huh. | had to neke it
11 very fast and so | hope you can all appreciate

12 t hat.

13 To say a proper good-bye for the agency | | ove
14 so nuch, | really want to thank our Chairman for

15 allowing ne, not just to be here, but to be sitting
16 on the bench. It did feel alittle weird on the

17 other side, so | feel for the people that conme and
18 appear before us go, including our staff.

19 You know, | have thought about this for nmany
20 years being here 10 plus years. | never took the
21 job for granted. Every reappointnent, every

22 neeti ng we had, whether it's a service hearing, a
23 heari ng, a Conm ssi on Agenda Conference, never took
24 this job for granted, and it was -- it is a job --
25 the job of ny lifetine.
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12

1 So with that sincere gratitude -- one second.
2 One second. You guys have seen ne cry before.
3 It's not sonmething | had tend to do -- so close --
4 okay, | amgoing to skip fromny inner circle and I
5 am just going to go right to ny colleagues, if you
6 don't mnd, but I will get back to ny inner circle
7 because they are trenendous.
8 Again, this isn't just a job. This is a
9 famly. So I know peopl e who have been here 30
10 pl us years, | understand why you don't |eave this
11 very, very intimte agency, so | want to talk to ny
12 buddi es and ny col | eagues here on the Conmmi ssion
13 starting with a great chairmn.
14 For me, Gary had a difficult role to fill, not
15 just comng in on the shoe steps of Comm ssi oner
16 Patronis, CFO who | amactually finally happy for,
17 | was so sad when he left, so sad selfishly, but
18 very excited for himnow Jimmy and | were so
19 close, close friends, famly, and it was just a
20 matter of time before Gary and | devel oped t hat
21 very, very simlar bond, and force too.
22 You know, it's -- you have had such a
23 trenmendous tine here as Chairman, by the way. You
24 can do anything. Watching your |eadership, you are
25 an amazing |l eader for this agency. Your transition
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13

1 to -- in a seanl ess way on-line, and to continue
2 runni ng the ship, | just applaud you. | amin awe
3 of your | eadership, and I know you very well, and I
4 really do believe -- have nost confidence in you.
5 You can do anything you want, and you are going to
6 continue serving this agency, whether you are
7 chai rman or as comm ssioner, wth grace,
8 di stinction, thoughtful ness and ki ndness, and |
9 appreci ate the words you said about nme, but | would
10 say the sanme goes for you. | do believe the
11 Commi ssion is in good hands with your | eadership.
12 And | nay be at a different agency, but | wll
13 absol utely al ways be your friend.
14 My sibling over there, Arthur, also known as
15 t he honey badger and chairman triple
16 extraordinaire, and I amnot going to | ook at you,
17 because we have been through a lot. So you know
18 our friendship runs deep. Qur kids continuously go
19 to the sane summer canp and devel op that
20 once-in-a-lifetine, you know, kind of bond.
21 W went through the trenches, you know, we've
22 just done -- we've been through a lot, and we still
23 managed to cone out smling armin arm That's
24 you, ny friend. W may not have al ways agreed on a
25 | ot of policy decisions at tines, but regardless,
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14

1 we' ve al ways been friends no matter what, and

2 wal ked away armin arm And that's true of Team

3 Fl orida, and you are the founder of that. And this

4 comm ssion is very lucky that you are able to shape

5 the agency fromthe prior direction into a

6 direction of collegiality, respect for one another

7 and love, and that's all attributed to you, so go

8 Team Fl orida forever. You know where to find ne.

9 kay, | amgoing to go nove on to Andrew, | am
10 trying to do this deferential quarter, of course,
11 that the Comm ssion has.

12 Andrew, | was bl own away by your words too.

13 You are ny deer friend and intellect, fellow

14 |l awyer. | don't know what the PSC would do wi t hout
15 you. You are articulate. You are thoughtful. You
16 dive in there. You put the work in. You are just
17 a really excellent Comm ssioner. | enjoy your

18 witty banter, your bow ties, they switch every day.
19 | don't think I have seen the sanme one yet.

20 | also enjoy the way that you engage the staff
21 nmenbers too, and really kind of, you know, nudge

22 sone of the new staffers who appear before us in a
23 hunmorous way. | think you keep sone levity while
24 al so putting thoughtful discussion.

25 We bonded |i ke we've been Conmm ssioners
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15

1 together for double the tinme we have, so | am
2 really going to mss you and our two-hour |ong
3 di scussi ons over the phone -- not PSC rel ated by
4 the way. No Sunshine Law. Just genuine
5 friendship. Again, | feel like we've been friends
6 forever. And you also know where to find ne, and |
7 | ook forward to seeing your new excell ence here at
8 the Commi ssion. You can do anything you can as
9 well. Al of you can.
10 Qur newest conm ssioner who really isn't a
11 newby by any neans, of course. He is already
12 thriving. | can't -- | amso inpressed with you
13 already. It's like what took many of us three
14 years, you are already there. | personally fee
15 bad really for |eaving you w thout giving you the
16 full on enbrace, few hour enbrace here every --
17 because | woul d have been doing that, and | am
18 super excited before when your nanme got there, |
19 was so excited because | knew you woul d be a great
20 dynam c with our group and with the staff. And you
21 are going to just do great things.
22 | see the |eader in you al ready, everybody
23 does, | amsure, and that is so integral to being
24 an effective Comm ssioner. |It's a challenging job,
25 not just the substance, but also the ability to
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16

1 | ead on issues that are near and dear to you. You
2 are going to be crushing this job. You already
3 are, so | look forward to your |eadership and w sh
4 you the best of luck, and | be will be calling you
5 alot, not -- not -- for other things, but | wll
6 i ke being here in Tall ahassee.
7 | skinmmed over ny section where | tal ked about
8 my brevity, my apol ogi es.
9 10 plus years here, | just have to comment on
10 this and then I'mgoing to go back to ny inner
11 circle.
12 On to our phenonenal staff, starting with ny
13 close friend, Executive Director Braulio Baez. Onh,
14 nmy goodness, we started fromthe bottom we did.
15 W' ve been together, we helped build and rebuild
16 this agency, you have done it. W are in such a
17 stabl e pl ace because of your | eadership here.
18 You know, | was tasked -- | was fortunate
19 enough to be tasked finding an executive director
20 when ny first tinme Chairman then, Graham and | was
21 so excited to neet you and sel ect you out of a ton
22 of candidates, and that's just thank you, again,
23 Conmm ssi oner G aham for letting nme have that
24 opportunity because we've been through a | ot here.
25 And, Braulio, you have done such a great job
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17

1 getting staff -- bringing up the norale of staff,
2 fighting for your staff, and | see that, you know,
3 especially during personally during our chairmn --
4 nmy chai rmanshi p, hurricanes, rate cases, |ots,
5 staffing issues, alittle yelling here and there,
6 but you and | have al ways been friends, and I
7 appreci ate you being so supportive of all of us,
8 that's a task, and friends for life.
9 Keith, you are one of ny proudest |egacies
10 frombeing here. | amso excited to | eave this
11 agency with you being here as General Counsel, and
12 I just count ny blessings that we found each ot her
13 and our paths crossed, you have been so good for
14 the |l egal team here, of course, the balance and you
15 as well, you fight for your staff, and you are
16 t houghtful in your analysis. You are reasonable.
17 You just do a great job. You have such a fine
18 group of attorneys and paral egals and staff nenbers
19 there, and you have been really good also for the
20 norale as well.
21 | hope you stay here forever. And you have ny
22 cell phone nunber too, so | ook forward to going
23 out to begin dinner one of these days.
24 Al right. 1 want -- before | go to the rest
25 of our staff, I wll circle back, since ny tears
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1 have dried up, to ny inner circle. M staff who
2 has taught ne so nuch, allowed nme to grow while
3 al so keeping nme on track and al ways havi ng ny back
4 during -- you have been ny life, your famly.
5 And, Katherine, it's you, it's Kathleen, it's
6 Terry, it's Joanne, it's Shalonda, it's Jennifer,
7 but Kat herine has been -- as you all know, she's
8 nore an enployee to ne. | tried to persuade her to
9 go over to DBPR, | wll say, if that tells you how
10 much, | nade a valiant effort and, you know, it is
11 quite difficult to | eave such an agency like that,
12 so | respect that. She is very talented. You al
13 know how tal ented she is. She's loyal. She's
14 intelligent, and she can do anything at this
15 commission. And | just love all the staff nenbers
16 that we've had that have really kept our ship
17 running. We worked really hard, and that's a
18 testanent to your work ethic, so if | can't steal
19 you, | wish | the best of luck here.
20 Now | want to give a shout-out to our
21 comm ssion -- our section on our floor.
22 Everybody -- every one of us, we are kind of all in
23 silos, but we all want to do what's right for the
24 agency, and so it's been just a joy to work with
25 you, all of your staff nmenbers. W've really got
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1 such a great group up there, and | hope that the
2 engi nes keep on runni ng there.
3 Now down to our -- certain staff, | wanted to
4 just point out sonme certain staff nenbers, by no
5 nmeans gi ving preference or undercutting any nenbers
6 | don't just say who have been instrunmental to ny
7 percentage years at the Conm ssion, whether it's at
8 t he Commi ssion here, or working on speeches, or on
9 the national front, these fol ks have been so
10 inmportant to ne. Mark Futrell, G ndy Miir and
11 Bet h, Bobby Maddox, Tom Bal | i nger, Elisabeth Draper,
12 Andrew Maurey, Mark Cicchetti, Adria Harper,
13 fantastic attorney, Mary Anne Hel ton, anazi ng,
14 Samantha G bula, all three of you just sharp.
15 Cayce Hinton and Ben Crawford, | don't know what |
16 woul d have done w thout you guys. And M ke Staden,
17 | just love you and adore you and your crew.
18 | don't nean to | eave anybody out, but these
19 are the folks that really went the extra effort for
20 me, and | just -- we have such a trenendous agency
21 here, consummate professionals.
22 So I'mal nost done. |I'mso sorry. There is
23 two nore pages, okay, and | wll get out of your
24 hai r .
25 | want to say to industry, thank you for
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1 chal | engi ng us out there and naking us think and
2 eval uate outside the box. | appreciate innovation.
3 | always say that word, but that is the word that
4 you bring, and hope the Comm ssion continues to
5 assess your initiatives fairly but responsibly.
6 Thank you all, and I wish | could say good-bye to
7 all of the fol ks that appear before us in person.
8 On to intervenors and Ofice of Public
9 Counsel. Please don't ever let up on the work that
10 you do. W say this tine and tinme again, but your
11 work is so vital to our process. You bring issues
12 up that many of us may not have seen, and | hope it
13 resinates even nore with sone | eadershi p changes
14 going on. You continue to evolve as well as any
15 obstacles you may face. You really do serve the
16 public and you are constituents for the state of
17 Fl orida, so keep up the good work.
18 kay, last, and finally just a fewitens |
19 woul d I'i ke -- alnost the | ast page.
20 | would like to send a nessage to ny fell ow
21 Commi ssi oners of continued excell ence, diligence
22 and work. Just a fewitens that | would like to
23 stress.
24 Pl ease conti nue scrutinizing i nput about water
25 quality of our 10QUs to ensure fair and bal anced
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1 eval uation incorporating custonmer input. As you
2 know, custoner input is a necessity, especially in
3 that realmas well. Continue being open to new and
4 i nproved ideas to enhance reliability. A good
5 point that you raised in the last IA a
6 noderni zation in the grid, and the reasonabl eness
7 of the costs as well as new custoner service that
8 could potentially be offered in the future.
9 Pl ease foster the continued projected growth
10 of EVs, thank you for nentioning that, through
11 robust infrastructure prograns, so it's really
12 I nportant to the programthroughout our state as we
13 enbrace this technology in a very smart and
14 measur ed nmanner.
15 Conservation of renewables and a carbon free
16 footprint have resonated with ne, but also the
17 public and custoners. | think that's now and
18 her et of ore.
19 Pl ease continue being aware of the future and
20 its needs, along with careful balance. | am
21 passi onat e about these neasures and | want to
22 ensure that they are just carefully eval uated
23 wi t hout any politics.
24 In closing, the work we do is the essence of
25 our state's livelihood, and we are dependent on you
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1 all and our staff here for inforned, prudent

2 deci sions at your stewardship. Keep up the good

3 work, ny friends, all of you here. | |ove you

4 guys.

5 Thank you.

6 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Thank you, Conm ssioner

7 Br own.

8 (Appl ause fromthe audi ence.)

9 CHAI RMAN CLARK: | did overlook one thing. |
10 did not read nmy notes thoroughly, but | did want to
11 gi ve an opportunity for M. Hetrick and Braulio to
12 both make a few comments if they would like to
13 pl ease.

14 Keith, we'll let you go first.

15 MR, HETRICK: Al right. Thank you, M.

16 Chair. And thank you for graciously allow ng ne
17 this point of personal privilege to make a few

18 remar ks.

19 | know today is your day, Julie Brown. And I
20 say, fromthe bottomof ny heart, congratul ations.
21 | amso very proud of you, and watching you grow
22 and getting to know you and work with you in this
23 job since the day | first net you, | knew you were
24 a rising star and destined for great things, and
25 certainly being appointed by the Governor as
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1 Secretary for DBPR is both an extraordi nary honor

2 and the next great adventure in your life.

3 For nme personally, this day and nonent is

4 especially bittersweet, and | always knew this day

5 woul d cone, but | renenber al nost exactly five

6 years ago to this day back in 2016, sitting in an

7 interview in the Publix shopping center Starbucks

8 cafe when you expressed your confidence in nme to be

9 the next General Counsel at the PSC. Wthout your
10 support, | would not be here today. And as | sit
11 here, | remain so eternally grateful to you for a
12 chance that you, along with the other

13 Conmm ssi oners, gave nme back in 2016 to be sitting
14 here today in this positon. | amstill so excited
15 to be sitting in this position and representing the
16 Public Service Comm ssion. This is a wonderful

17 position working with you all, the Comm ssion and
18 all the parties and cases and all the good

19 regul atory work that we do.

20 But | don't view today as a good-bye. Heck,
21 you are only noving a few bl ocks down the road, but
22 | do see today as a cel ebration, not only of your
23 acconpl i shnments over the past over 10 years, but

24 al so what we already know to be true, and that is
25 that you are going to acconplish great things as
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you nove on into the next phase of your life in
public service. There is just absolutely no
guesti on about that.

And | would like to note for the record,
that's what we as | awers do, put things in the
record, right? Sone of the |eadership qualities
that | have seen that you have brought to the
Comm ssion that | amgoing to mss in terns of how
you deliver those qualities that DBPR certainly has
to ook forward to. So here is a few of the
particul ar outstanding | eadership qualities that
really junp into ny mnd when | think about Julie
Brown, and |I think -- | hope these resinate.

The spirited energy and ent husiasmthat you
al ways brought to the Comm ssion. Always the A
game. Julie Brown's A gane all the tine.

Proactive, creative and fresh approach to ideas,

I ssues and policies, which I know we've had nmany

di scussi ons about, and for which | have al ways been
your nunber one fan. Your unwavering commtnment to
fairness, civility and respect for all parties,

I nt erest ed persons, consuners, custoners in all
matters of conmm ssion business. Your overall
practicable sensibilities and sense of stability

that you brought to the Conmm ssion. Your deep
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1 commtnent to public service and ethics, which has
2 al ways been so very apparent to everyone on the
3 i nsi de and outside. Your undeni able savvy in how
4 you handled all matters of situations in public
5 neetings. Your work ethic, preparedness, attention
6 to detail. Your inquisitive drive, | think we can
7 all resinate and thirst for know edge. And
8 sel fishly, your continuous support of GCL and ne,
9 but as well as all PSC staff.
10 But nost of all | think the nunber one
11 thing -- and | didn't wite these in any order,
12 they are all equally, but your sense of hunor and
13 the always uplifting and enduring Julie Brown smle
14 and sense of grace that you have al ways brought to
15 every agenda, | A and every hearing.
16 | cannot thank you enough for the opportunity
17 that you have given ne to performin this wonderful
18 position, and | sinply cannot adequately put into
19 words how nuch | really, really enjoyed working
20 with you and how nuch you will be list mssed.
21 Having said all of this, |I can hardly wait to
22 wat ch the next chapter of your |ife unfold,
23 I ncl uding your many future successes and positive
24 I npact on Floridians, and DBPR is extraordinarily
25 | ucky to have you, and | look forward to staying in
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1 touch with you, to having lunch, having a drink.
2 Congratul ati ons, Madanme Secretary Julie Brown.
3 And thank you, M. Chairman, for the opportunity to
4 M ke these remarks.
5 CHAl RVAN CLARK: M. Baez.
6 MR. BAEZ: | have to collect nyself because |
7 can't believe | amgoing to get a shot at having
8 the last word with you.
9 | have never had a two-hour conversation, a
10 phone call with Julie Brown. | have had quite a
11 few 90-m nute ones, though. And for the nost part,
12 I think all of themwent great. | was thinking
13 back, and these words remi nded ne it was nentioned
14 earlier that you were leading the hiring commttee
15 when | canme on board. Thank you for bringing back
16 that nmenory, because | -- | felt right there that,
17 while you were not ny first friend at the
18 Conmm ssion, for obvious reasons, | knew that with
19 all due respect to Big Hank down in Tanpa, you were
20 nmy Coach Brown, and ny |ife has never been the sane
21 because of it, and for that | thank you.
22 You were -- your chairmanship, you alluded to
23 it alittle bit, and I will use Conm ssi oner
24 G aham's words. W were -- at the tine, we were
25 trying to get out of the spotlight, but if there is
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1 one thing we all know and have | earned for a few
2 years here at the Commission is that the spotlight
3 al ways cones around. And sure enough, the
4 spotlight canme back around. Thankfully, it cane
5 back around to our sweet spot, and not for any
6 untoward reasons. W were very fortunate. And as
7 Chai rman, you gui ded us through that, and you
8 hel ped us focus where we needed to focus, and | eave
9 behi nd what we needed to | eave behind, and change
10 the thinking the way we needed to change the
11 thinking. | think -- in that respect, | don't
12 t hi nk anyone has had as nuch inpact in ny opinion
13 on this comm ssion, and certainly on the nodern
14 conm ssi on, than you.
15 And | amgoing to say one thing just in
16 cl osing, because | don't want to go on too long. |
17 am not sure how much they will allow ne at this
18 poi nt .
19 You are going to |leave this building and your
20 picture is going to be on a wall with sone pretty
21 fine people, sone of themyour friends, and with
22 t he possi bl e exception of one or two, yours truly
23 i ncluded, I amgoing to tell you, no one -- no one
24 wi || have shined brighter on that wall. And | want
25 to thank you personally for the honor of sharing
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this tinme with you.

| think the staff -- on behalf of the staff,
we want to thank you for always keeping us on our
toes. You thought about things, you weren't afraid
to get into the weeds on things, and |ike every
Conmm ssi oner, you had issues that you drove hard,
and that also made our work a | ot better.

| don't think that there is anything left to
say, or anything nore that | can say that | am
willing to say out here, but you know | | ove you.
You know | want the best for you. W have been
tal king about this day for a long, long tine, and
here we are, and | think our loss is a nuch nore
gain for the state of Florida, and I w sh you well,
and you know fam ly.

And thank you, M. Chairman, for letting ne
have a few seconds.

THE WTNESS: Thank you, M. Baez.

Vell, we have -- could probably spend the rest
of the day here singing your praises and passing on
our congratulations. | think | probably need to
bring this in for a | anding.

| do want to say if there is anything | think
we could do here today for the benefit of those

that you are going to be working with at DBPR i s
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1 give themthis last little bit of advice.
2 They are trying to learn their new secretary.
3 | am sure nost of them are watching today. And you
4 have heard a | ot of the characteristics and
5 | eadership qualities that Secretary Brown exhibits,
6 lives out. Probably none of those has sounded nore
7 loudly to nme today than the passion that she
8 carries for the job that she does. That can al so
9 be transl ated as stubborn in case you haven't
10 figured that out. It's a very polite way of saying
11 it.
12 But | can tell you this, if you are going to
13 nove her, if you are going to convince her, you are
14 going to get her on your side, you better bring
15 your A gane. That's the advice that | would give
16 you t oday.
17 Conmi ssi oner Brown, you will not be replaced.
18 You will not be forgotten. W wll always be
19 i ndebted for your service to the state of Florida,
20 and we appreciate you.
21 Commi ssi oner Fay, presentation.
22 COW SSI ONER FAY: Thank you, M. Chairman.
23 So, Comm ssioner Brown, we know that there is
24 a small chance you m ght forget about us when you
25 | eave, so we wanted to send you off with sonething
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1 that we think is appropriate for your tine here.
2 W have a flag that's been fl own over the capital.
3 The plaque on it that's behind ne -- let ne see if
4 | get ny sides right. Yeah, there we go. So it's
5 behind nme, says: W thank you for your 10 years of
6 service at the Public Service Comm ssion.
7 And | think it's a great representation of the
8 comm tnent that you provided to our state. And
9 al though it's not ending, it's -- you now have a
10 new comm tnent, we want to make sure you | eave here
11 knowi ng that, as a conm ssion, as a body, we felt
12 it to be appropriate to do sonething to acknow edge
13 you and your comm tnent here.
14 And the hardest part about it is you are
15 al ways the person who does this, and so now t hat
16 you are leaving, it's extrenely challenging to find
17 sonet hi ng that we thought woul d be appropriate for
18 you.
19 So thank you again for all your tinme. W wll
20 make sure that this gets sent down the road for
21 you, and best of | uck.
22 Thank you, M. Chairnman.
23 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Comm ssioner Fay said it
24 well. She's the one that always organizes these
25 things, so this is a transition for all of us.
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1 But in conclusion today -- and | will read
2 this while seated before we stand and nake the
3 presentation, but we do have a plaque in
4 recognition of your distinguished service to this
5 conm ssion to the Honorable Julie |I. Brown,
6 Comm ssi oner, February 2011 to February of 2021
7 That neans she started when she was 12 years ol d.
8 Keep that in perspective.
9 Commi ssi oner Brown, thank you.
10 (Presentation of a plaque.)
11 (Appl ause fromthe audience.)
12 CHAI RVAN CLARK: W will take a five-mnute
13 recess.
14 (Brief recess.)
15 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Al'l right. W wll reconvene
16 Agenda Conference this norning. Thank you for your
17 i ndul gence this norning as we w shed our forner
18 fell ow Conm ssioner the very best her future
19 endeavors.
20 Al right. Turning to the agenda item Item
21 No. 6 has been deferred. Itens No. 1, 2, 4, 5, 7,
22 9, 10 and 12 are on the nove staff list. 3, 8 and
23 11 are noved to the end for further discussion.
24 Are there any itens on the nove staff that
25 Commi ssioners would |i ke noved of f?
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1 Al right. Seeing none. | wll -- | am
2 sorry, Andrew. | amsorry.
3 COMW SSI ONER FAY: Hey, that was ny fault, M.
4 Chairman. | appreciate.
5 It I just -- | pulled Item3 for our
6 di scussion, and if it's okay with you, | know that
7 4 and 5 have sone simlar facts to them but they
8 are a little bit different, if it's okay if we
9 coul d go ahead and pull those off too if you
10 woul dn't mi nd.
11 CHAl RMAN CLARK: 3, 4, 5, 8 and 11 are off
12 nove staff.
13 COMM SSI ONER FAY:  Thank you.
14 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Any other itens?
15 Al right. | wll entertain a notion for nove
16 staff.
17 COW SSI ONER GRAHAM M. Chai rman, | woul d
18 like to nove Items 1, 2, 7, 9, 10 and 12 of staff
19 recommendat i on.
20 COW SSI ONER FAY:  Second.
21 CHAI RVAN CLARK: | have a notion and a second.
22 s there any di scussion?
23 On the itenms, all in favor say aye.
24 (Chorus of ayes.)
25 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Opposed?
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1 (No response.)
2 CHAI RMVAN CLARK: Mbtion carri es.

3 (Agenda item concl uded.)

10
11
12
13
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16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

114 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
Premier Reporting (850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick



34

1 CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER

2 STATE OF FLORI DA )

. COUNTY OF LEON )

4

5 |, DEBRA KRICK, Court Reporter, do hereby

6 certify that the foregoi ng proceeding was heard at the

7 time and place herein stated.

8 | T I'S FURTHER CERTI FI ED t hat |

9 stenographically reported the said proceedings; that the
10 sane has been transcribed under ny direct supervision;
11 and that this transcript constitutes a true

12 transcription of ny notes of said proceedi ngs.

13 | FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,

14  enpl oyee, attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor
15 aml a relative or enployee of any of the parties'

16 attorney or counsel connected with the action, nor am!|
17 financially interested in the action.

18 DATED this 15th day of March, 2021

19

20 >

2t Ji&/f’%ﬁ o ’7<ﬂu:& \

22

DEBRA R KRI CK
23 NOTARY PUBLI C
COW SSI ON #HH31926

24 EXPI RES AUGUST 13, 2024

25
114 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting (850)894-0828 Reported by: Debbie Krick





