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Q. Please state your name. 1 

A. Elizabeth Mathis. 2 

Q. What organization are you an employee of? 3 

A. Florida Rising. 4 

Q. What are your duties as an employee of Florida Rising? 5 

A. I am the Central Florida Climate Justice Organizer. My primary role is as the coordinator 6 

of our Disaster Resilience Initiative. This is a program that was created to help communities 7 

become more resilient to disasters, such as hurricanes, which are becoming more frequent, 8 

and the on-going pandemic. It is a network that builds leadership within frontline 9 

communities and my role as coordinator is to provide resources and connections with the 10 

community. Not only do I facilitate hurricane preparedness and response, but also things like 11 

affordable and safe housing. Any issues around frequent utilities disconnections or 12 

unnecessarily high utility bills also fall into my work. We have a lot of people who rely on 13 

air conditioning or power due to health issues, so they are part of what we consider frontline 14 

communities. I also organize around environmental injustice issues as well as legislative 15 

advocacy at the local and state level. Ultimately my job is to respond to the needs of the 16 

community, which often includes environmental needs. For instance, right now, we are 17 

working on a campaign about predatory landlords that are not cleaning up black mold in the 18 

homes of some of our community members.  19 

Q. How does your organization view FPL? 20 

A. It is not positive. Utility companies, and FPL especially, are taking advantage of frontline 21 

communities. Not only are energy efficiency standards in Florida already awful, but they are 22 

also trying to raise the rates in the middle of a pandemic. We are even seeing disconnections 23 

now and we are in hurricane season. They do not have our best interest in mind and we are 24 

very concerned with the negative impacts they are having on Floridians, including our 25 
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members in particular. We will do everything we can to protect our communities from 1 

behaviors we view as predatory.  2 

Q. Based on information provided by FPL, the base rate for electricity is projected to 3 

increase by about 20%. How would this rate increase impact your organization?  4 

A. Our communities are already having a difficult time paying. Many in our lower income 5 

communities are paying upwards of $200 a month. If we are talking about raising rates even 6 

further, with the pandemic and unemployment, it is completely unsustainable and likely not 7 

possible in our communities. Historically, our legacy organizations have not been direct 8 

relief organizations. However, especially with the pandemic and many non-profits closing 9 

their doors, there is a greater demand for this type of relief and we want to get resources into 10 

the community. For instance, through grants, we try to provide direct support our 11 

communities so their power is not cut off. Since we were not initially built for this type of 12 

relief, the internal infrastructure to support direct relief is still fairly new to us. We strive to 13 

put our communities first and this rate increase will put a further strain on not just our 14 

members, but on what we are able to provide them.  15 

Q. Is your organization concerned about climate change? 16 

A. Yes, absolutely. Florida is ground zero for the climate crisis in the US. We are already 17 

seeing immense problems as a result of climate change. Historically speaking, hurricanes 18 

haven’t hit Central Florida as hard or frequently. However, we are starting to see more 19 

intense storms much more frequently in this area. The forecast is already projecting 13-20 20 

named storms for this hurricane season so we are going to start seeing major issues. Also in 21 

Central Florida, we are experiencing not only heat stress from a lack of coastal breezes in 22 

addition to rising temperatures but will also be majorly affected by inland migration due to 23 

sea level rise. The economy in Central Florida is based almost exclusively on tourism, so we 24 

already do not have enough of a diversified economy to handle such a large migration to our   25 
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area.  1 

Q: Based on information provided by FPL, part of this rate increase will pay for new or 2 

upgraded methane gas power plants. Does your organization believe this will have an 3 

impact on the climate? 4 

A. Absolutely. It is plainly incorrect to claim that natural gas is somehow renewable or 5 

“clean” (which is what the FL legislation recently claimed by adding natural gas to the 6 

definition of “renewable energy” at the state level). Methane gas is worse than carbon 7 

emissions as it traps heat more than carbon in our atmosphere. It is also impossible to harvest 8 

methane gas without leaks. This movement toward using methane is not only bad for the 9 

environment in the current moment, but will also accelerate the overall climate crisis. The 10 

movement from coal was so important, but we do not want to move in the direction of 11 

methane gas. All new electricity generation should be coming from renewable resources—we 12 

have to stop building things that burn fossil fuels. 13 

Q: In light of that, how does your organization feel about contributing its own money to 14 

those projects, through its FPL bill? 15 

A. It is really frustrating because we don’t have an option. Florida utilities are allowed to 16 

operate regional monopolies, which doesn’t give consumers a choice of which utility 17 

company they prefer in any given area. This does not just affect current FPL customers but 18 

also other utility customers because FPL is trying to buy up other utilities in other areas of 19 

the state. It is not fair that we are putting money into bad environmental policies, but cannot 20 

even have a say as to where the energy for each of our buildings comes from because of a 21 

recent bill passed by the FL legislature that was widely supported by utility companies. 22 

Divestment is a tactic we use in organizing, but here it is tough because we are still paying 23 

into this machine that we cannot get away from. Honestly, it’s inappropriate and damaging, 24 

especially when you look at the recent bill passed by the Florida Legislature that I mentioned   25 
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above that would prohibit local municipal governments from banning any specific type of 1 

energy source, effectively ending 100% renewable energy goals for areas that don’t have 2 

municipal utility companies. 3 

Q. What is the mission of your organization? 4 

A. We work in Black, brown, and indigenous communities to advance both social and 5 

political power. We work in frontline communities to empower leadership and take the 6 

direction of these communities.  7 

Q. How is the purpose of your organization being served by participating in this 8 

proceeding?  9 

A. We are advocating on behalf of communities as well as providing a space for our 10 

community members to tell their stories. This proceeding allows our members to engage on a 11 

statewide level and be heard in Tallahassee where many of FPL’s decisions are actually 12 

made, which is so powerful. 13 

Q. Will a substantial number of your organization’s members be substantially affected 14 

by the Commission’s decision in this proceeding? How do you know? 15 

A. Yes. I know this because a huge bulk of our members reside in FPL’s territory, since FPL 16 

is the provider for a large portion of the state, and we also have the information from our 17 

outreach work to the communities we represent. As I have stated, many of our members have 18 

low incomes and high energy burdens already, and cannot afford for their electricity rates to 19 

jump up by 20%. 20 

Q. How is the subject matter of this proceeding within your organization’s general 21 

scope of interest and activity? 22 

A. The subject matter affects vulnerable communities, so it is within our scope. As an 23 

organization, we are the bridge between high-level policy and our communities, so this 24 

proceeding is very much within our scope. 25 
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Q. Why is the relief requested in this proceeding appropriate for your organization to 1 

receive on behalf of its members? 2 

A. We want to be able to keep our members from paying more than they can afford. 3 

Generational wealth is a function of white privilege so many of our members are unable to 4 

pay several hundred dollars every month for electric bills in addition to what they already 5 

pay.  6 

Q. How has your organization engaged with utility matters in the past? 7 

A. We have already engaged with Duke Energy over a similar issue since I have been at 8 

Florida Rising. I have only been with the organization since October so I cannot speak to 9 

anything specifically before I arrived, but I do know we engaged with that kind of work 10 

before. 11 

Q. Why has it done so? 12 

A. We have engaged for the same reasons that we engage in this FPL case. We do not want 13 

any raised rates until energy efficiency standards are updated. Our lowest income families 14 

cannot afford energy efficient appliances so they will end up paying exponentially more than 15 

others. We are also very concerned about climate change, and we need all utilities to stop 16 

building new fossil fuel infrastructure. Frankly, FPL needs to read the room. We are still in a 17 

pandemic and there has to be recognition of what is going on and the severe harm this rate 18 

increase could cause. We are also in a worsening climate crisis, and allowing FPL to keep 19 

recovering money for new dirty energy infrastructure sends the wrong message. 20 

 21 

 22 

  23 

 24 
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