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1 PROCEEDI NGS

2 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Next is ItemMNo. 7. Tripp

3 Coston is going to introduce the itemfor us.

4 MR, COSTON. Good norning, Conm ssioners.

5 I[temNo. 7 is a joint petition by Florida Public

6 Utility Conpany, Florida Public Uilities -

7 I ndiantown Division, Florida Public Utilities -

8 Fort Meade, and Florida Division of Chesapeake

9 Utilities.

10 They are requesting that the conpany [sic]

11 approve a request to provide conditioning services
12 for the purpose of converting biogas into renewabl e
13 natural gas on behalf of the biogas producer.

14 Under the proposal, the conpany woul d enter
15 into a contract with the biogas-produci ng custoner
16 to construct and operate biogas con- --

17 conditioning facilities.

18 The resulting renewabl e natural gas woul d,

19 then, be used on-site by the custoners or injected
20 into the utility's distribution systemfor

21 transportation and delivery to | ocations on behal f
22 of that custoner.

23 The proposed tariff requires that all

24 renewabl e natural gas be conditioned to neet the
25 gas quality and heating standards and incl ude
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1 safeguards to ensure that the general body of

2 rat epayers woul d not subsidize this service.

3 Staff recomends the Conm ssion approve the

4 proposed tariff. And staff is available to answer

5 guestions, as well as representatives fromthe

6 conpany.

7 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Thank you very nuch,

8 M. Coston.

9 Ms. Pirrello.

10 M5. PIRRELLO.  Good norning, Comm ssioners.
11 My nane is Anastacia Pirrello, representing the

12 O fice of Public Counsel.

13 Whil e we recogni ze that this proposal is very
14 simlar to that proposed by Florida Gty Gas in

15 Docket 20200216, which was approved by the

16 Conmm ssion w thout our objection, I'd like to note
17 one devi ation that gives OPC pause and propose a
18 slight nodification to the tariff |anguage to bring
19 it into conformance with the | anguage approved for
20 Florida Gty Gas.

21 We appreciate that FPUC has provided an

22 addi tional security option to those proposed by

23 FCG however, OPC is always concerned about the

24 potential for default and that the general body of
25 rat epayers could be on the hook for these costs.
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1 We're particularly concerned in this docket

2 because the anmended | anguage offered by FPUC in

3 their response to staff's second data request,

4 Question 2, states that this project shall not

5 cause any additional costs on the conpany's other

6 rate classes unl ess otherw se approved by the

7 Commi ssion in a future proceedi ng.

8 The | anguage about Commi ssion approval in a

9 future proceeding was not included in the Florida
10 City Gas tariff, and OPC is concerned that it may
11 operate as a | oophole to push the costs of these

12 projects onto the general body of ratepayers if the
13 custonmer defaults and their security is

14 insufficient to cover the renaining costs.

15 OPC woul d not request a hearing on the tariff
16 iIf this language is deleted and it's clear that the
17 general body of ratepayers are not the insurers of
18 a conpetitive venture.

19 Thank you.

20 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Thank you, Ms. Pirrello.

21 Ms. Keati ng.

22 M5. KEATING  Good norning, M. Chairnman,

23 Conmm ssioners. Beth Keating with the Gunster Law
24 Firmhere for the FPUC - Chesapeake natural gas

25 conpani es.
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1 First of all, | just want to thank staff for
2 working with us. The conpanies are excited about
3 the new opportunities presented by RNG and -- and
4 | ook forward to getting into this market.
5 In response to Ms. Pirrello's comments
6 regarding the anmended tariff |anguage, creating a
7 | oophol e was certainly not the conpany's intent.
8 We specifically wanted to take into account options
9 and possibilities that the Conm ssion mght, in the
10 future, approve -- for sone future reason -- an
11 opportunity to recover costs for a -- a reason that
12 hasn't been contenpl ated yet.
13 But | can defer to M. Everngam wth the
14 conpany, who may have sone additional comments on
15 this.
16 CHAI RMAN CLARK: M. Everngam are you
17 avai | abl e?
18 Am | pronouncing that right? M. Evern- --
19 Ever ngam Ever ngam
20 MR. EVERNGAM Hello. Yes, Conm ssioner, | am
21 here. | apol ogize. M audio went -- went bl ank
22 while Ms. Keating was speaking, and so, it just
23 pi cked back up when you asked for -- if | was
24 avail able. | apol ogi ze.
25 CHAl RVAN CLARK: No problem M. Keating --
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1 MR. EVERNGAM  Woul d soneone be able to --
2 CHAI RVAN CLARK: -- said you m ght have sone
3 addi ti onal input.
4 MR. EVERNGAM | apol ogi ze. Wuld sonebody
5 be -- -one be able to repeat the question that was
6 posed to ne? | apologize. The audio did cut out
7 while Ms. Keating was speaking.
8 M5. KEATING M. Chairman, it's ny
9 under st andi ng that the conpany has consi dered OPC s
10 suggested revision to the | anguage and they'd be
11 anmenabl e to maki ng t hat change.
12 CHAI RVAN CLARK: All right. M. Pirrello?
13 MR. EVERNGAM Yes, | can confirmthat. W
14 woul d be anenable to the change.
15 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Al'l right. Thank you very
16 much.
17 Ms. Pirrello?
18 M5. PIRRELLO  We woul d support that as well.
19 CHAI RMAN CLARK:  Al'l right. O course, staff,
20 anything we need to do to incorporate that?
21 M5. HELTON:. May | make sure that we
22 under stand exactly which language it is that we're
23 tal king about? |1'm|looking at Page 15 of staff's
24 reconmmendati on, the |ast paragraph.
25 Are we tal king about striking that entire
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1 par agraph or are we tal king about striking just
2 that | ast clause there, "... unless otherw se
3 approved by the Conmm ssion"?
4 M5. PIRRELLO  Just the |ast clause.
5 CHAI RMAN CLARK: That cl ause or sentence?
6 M5. PIRRELLO. C ause, "... unless otherw se
7 approved by the Comm ssion in a future proceedi ng".
8 M5. HELTON:. Well, nor- -- normally,
9 M. Chairman, we can't meke nodifications to a
10 tariff. We can accept or deny a tariff, but it
11 sounds |ike the conmpany is in agreenent with this
12 change.
13 So -- so, | think sonmeone could nmake a
14 reconmendati on to approve staff's recomendation in
15 the attached tariff, but striking that |ast clause,
16 as referenced by Ms. Pirrello, because the conpany
17 IS in agreenent.
18 CHAI RMAN CLARK: W th an understandi ng they
19 will file the nodified tariff.
20 MS. HELTON: Yes, sir.
21 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Ms. Pirrello --
22 M5. KEATING  Ab- -- absolutely, M. Chairmn.
23 CHAI RMAN CLARK: -- are you happy with that?
24 MS. PIRRELLO  Yes.
25 CHAI RVAN CLARK: Conm ssi oners, any questions,
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1 comment s?
2 Comm ssi oner Fay.
3 COWMWM SSI ONER FAY:  Thank you, M. Chair man.
4 And when | reviewed the recomendati on on
5 this, I had the sane question for Tripp and our --
6 our staff about what a default would | ook Iike and
7 how it would potentially inpact the ratepayers.
8 | -- 1 am-- I'malittle hesitant to cl ose
9 the door for a future Comm ssion decision just
10 because | don't know potentially what that woul d
11 | ook like, but I think, since the parties are here
12 today, trying to work through this to nake sure the
13 | anguage is consistent, then, 1'd -- 1'd be willing
14 to support that.
15 Just to be clear, M. Chairman, | think, as a
16 Comm ssion, we would be rejecting the tariff as it
17 conmes before us and the utility would be refiling
18 it?
19 CHAI RMAN CLARK: Yes, that is ny
20 understanding, that they would file a new tariff
21 with the corrected | anguage.
22 M5. HELTON: Right, and |I'm not sure about the
23 timng of that because it's been a long tinme since
24 ['ve worked on one.
25 (Di scussion off the record.)
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1 M5. HELTON: They would need to file the
2 revised tariff wthin so nany days, as set by you,
3 and then we woul d i ssue the order approving the
4 revised tariff.
5 CHAl RVAN CLARK: And our -- our approval is
6 the tariff that is presented to us with the
7 nodi fication that was discussed. So, | think we're
8 I n agreenent there.
9 Ms. Keating, is that -- what's the tine |line?
10 M5. KEATING | would anticipate we woul d
11 likely be able to file that by the end of the day
12 t oday.
13 CHAI RMAN CLARK: That's pretty quick. Al
14 right.
15 COW SSI ONER FAY:  Thank you, M. Chairman. |
16 think that -- that woul d address the issue. The
17 last thing | want to do is deter a conpany for
18 com ng forward to make an agreenment and a change to
19 cooperate, and then it's -- it harns themin sone
20 way because they've noved to that change.
21 So, if you're allowed to get that anmended
22 tariff to us, then | think that would all ow for
23 somewhat of an expedited process.
24 Great. Thank you, M. Chairman. Wth that,
25 "' m happy to nove, but ny col |l eagues m ght. ..
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CHAI RVAN CLARK: That's it.

COW SSI ONER FAY: So, M. Chairman, | would
nove for approval of the -- of Issue -- of Item4
[sic], both issues, with the nodification as
st at ed.

CHAI RVAN CLARK: All right. Do | have a
second?

COW SSI ONER La ROSA:  Second.

CHAI RVAN CLARK: | have a second.

Any di scussi on? Questions?

COMM SSI ONER FAY: M. Chairman, just for
correction, it's Item7.

CHAI RMAN CLARK: Yes, Item 7.

COMM SSI ONER FAY:  Thank you.

CHAI RMAN CLARK: No questions. Everybody is
on board.

On the notion, all in favor say aye.

Any opposed?

(Chorus of ayes.)

CHAI RMAN CLARK: Mbtion carries. Thank you
very much

M5. KEATI NG Thank you.

CHAI RMAN CLARK: Al'l right. That concl udes
our agenda today.

Anyone have any comments or questions before
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11

1 we adj ourn?

2 All right. W will resunme TAin this roomin
3 ten mnutes. Ten mnutes. Good. Thank you.

4 We stand adj our ned.

5 (Agenda item concl uded.)

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

25

112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com
Premier Reporting (850)894-0828 Reported by: Andrea Komaridis Wray



12

1 CERTI FI CATE OF REPORTER
2 STATE OF FLORI DA )
. COUNTY OF LEON )
4 |, ANDREA KOVARI DI S WRAY, Court Reporter, do
5 hereby certify that the foregoing proceedi ng was heard
6 at the tinme and place herein stated.
7 | T IS FURTHER CERTI FI ED t hat |
8 stenographically reported the said proceedings; that the
9 sane has been transcri bed under my direct supervision;
10 and that this transcript constitutes a true
11  transcription of ny notes of said proceedings.
12 | FURTHER CERTIFY that | amnot a relative,
13  enpl oyee, attorney or counsel of any of the parties, nor
14 am |l a relative or enployee of any of the parties’
15 attorney or counsel connected with the action, nor am|
16 financially interested in the action.
17 DATED THI S 22nd day of Septenber, 2021
18
19
20
21
22
ANDREA KOVARI DI S WWRAY
23 NOTARY PUBLI C
COW SSI ON #HH 089181
24 EXPI RES February 9, 2025
25
112 W. 5th Avenue, Tallahassee, FL 32303 premier-reporting.com

Premier Reporting (850)894-0828 Reported by: Andrea Komaridis Wray





