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Duke Energy Florida, LLC’s (“DEF”) Response to Florida Public 
Service Commission’s (“FPSC”) First Data Request (Nos. 1-5) re. Proposed adoption of 

Rule 25-18.020, F.A.C., Pole Inspection and Maintenance 
 

Docket No. 20210138-PU 
 
 
1. Is your company obligated to conduct vegetation management, maintain, or inspect any poles 

that are owned by a communications services provider to which your company has overhead 
facilities attached? If so, please explain the nature of the obligation. 

RESPONSE: 
 
Under its joint-use agreements with incumbent local exchange carriers (“ILECs”), which are 
the communications service providers that own poles to which DEF’s overhead facilities are 
attached, DEF is responsible for vegetation management required for its own circuits.  Please 
reference Section 7.3 of DEF’s joint-use agreement with Verizon (now Frontier) and Southern 
Bell (now AT&T), provided in response to number 2. 

 
Under the joint-use agreements, DEF is not obligated to maintain or inspect any poles owned 
by the ILECs to which DEF is attached.  Under these agreements, responsibility for 
maintenance falls on the pole owner.  See, e.g., Section 8.1 of DEF’s joint-use agreements with 
Frontier and AT&T. 
 
 

2. Please file at least two of your company’s attachment agreements with a communications 
services provider that demonstrate the standard or general terms that are contained in these 
types of agreements. 

RESPONSE: 
 
Please see “Attachment A,” DEF’s joint-use agreements with Frontier and AT&T.  
Collectively, these two agreements cover more than 14,100 of the approximately 16,200 poles 
owned by ILECs to which DEF’s overhead facilities are attached.  Please note that portions of 
these agreements are confidential. 
 
The joint-use agreement with AT&T was amended on October 16, 1980, and again on 
December 20, 1989, but both of these amendments address only the rate or rate methodology 
within the joint-use agreement, not maintenance or other issues germane to this particular 
docket. 
 
The joint-use agreement with Frontier (f/k/a Verizon or GTC) was amended on March 12, 
1979; December 16, 1980; June 11, 1982; May 24, 1983; June 25, 1984; May 24, 1986; 
November 20, 2009; and March 13, 2014, but each of these amendments, the most recent two 
of which are specifically designated as confidential, address only the rate or rate methodology 



Page 2 of 3 

within the joint-use agreement, not maintenance or other issues germane to this particular 
docket, so DEF is not producing them as part of this docket. 
 
 

3. Do your company’s attachment agreements with communications service providers reference 
any standards, codes, or requirements in regard to vegetation management, pole maintenance, 
or pole inspection. If yes, please provide an example of the standards, codes, or requirements 
included in the agreement. 

RESPONSE:                                                             
Yes, please reference section 6.1 of DEF’s joint-use agreements with Frontier and AT&T. 
 
 

4. Order No. PSC-06-0351-PAA-EI, issued on April 25, 2006, in Docket No. 060198-EI, Page 4, 
states that each IOU’s joint-use audit plan shall include pole strength assessments for both 
poles owned by the electric utility to which other utility attachments are made and poles not 
owned by the electric utility to which the electric utility has attached its electric equipment. 
Please confirm that your company’s current joint-use audit procedures are consistent with 
Order No. PSC-06-0351-PAA-EI. Please identify and explain the basis for the standards for 
the strength assessment for your existing poles and explain whether or not the standards are 
consistent with Order No. PSC-06-0351-PAA- EI. 

RESPONSE: 
 
DEF’s joint-use audit plan, developed and filed in compliance with Order No. PSC-2006-0351-
PAA and the now-repealed storm hardening rule, has been described and provided in DEF’s 
Annual Service Reliability Reports and Storm Hardening Plans since 2006.  With the 
enactment of the Storm Protection Plan or SPP (Section 366.96, Florida Statutes) and Rules 
25-6.030 and 25-6.031, DEF’s joint-use audit plan and other storm-related programs have been 
subsumed by these new SPP requirements.  To the extent Order No. PSC-2006-0351-PAA 
survives the passage of the SPP statute and rules, DEF complies with it through its new SPP 
filing.  Most recently DEF filed details regarding its joint-use audit plan in its June 2020 Storm 
Protection Plan Report.  DEF performs a joint-use pole loading analysis every eight years.  
Please see DEF’s June 01, 2021, filing; specifically, page 15 of 81 here.   
 
 

5. Please provide a description of your company’s emergency response and storm restoration 
procedures and protocols with respect to poles owned by a communications services provider 
to which your company has overhead facilities attached. 

RESPONSE: 
 
The Company’s emergency response and storm restoration procedures do not differ based on 
the ownership of the poles.  Given that DEF is typically the first utility on site in such situations, 

http://www.psc.state.fl.us/Files/PDF/Utilities/Electricgas/StormProtectionPlans/2020/2020%20Duke%20Energy%20Florida,%20Inc.%20SPP%20Annual%20Status%20Report.pdf
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DEF replaces the broken poles with new Duke Energy-owned poles.  DEF restores the electric 
service and notifies the telecommunication attachment owners.  
 



Attachment A
(redacted) 
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