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Charlie Smith

From: Karress Slattery <karress.slattery@shorepointhealth.com>
Sent: Tuesday, April 16, 2024 12:53 PM
To: Office of Commissioner Fay
Subject: For Centralized Sewer on LGI

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments 
or clicking links, especially from unknown senders. 

Good afternoon commissioners,  
 
 I have lived on Little Gasparilla Island full time now for almost 5 years. I would like to be very clear that I am 
FOR sewer systems on our island. There is a huge need for them. One example, No septic trucks have come out 
to the island since Hurricane Ian hit back in September 2022. There is a list with dozens upon dozens of people 
waiting to get their septic pumped. Two on that list are my neighbors. They have been needing and waiting for 
their tanks to be pumped for almost two years. Our own septic tanks is getting close now and we can't even get 
on the list because it is so backed up. This is just ONE example.  
 
I don't allow my children to go play in the rain, or play in the water on a high tide due to constant septic tank 
flooding and overflow. After Idalia there were several septic tanks that floated up entirely and drained all over 
our island.  
 
The constant fish kill, change in our seagrasses, the newly formed jelly fish that are surrounding our island and 
waters, all from Septic in my opinion. The research proves it all.  
 
Please consider servicing our beautiful island who has worked so hard to recover from Ian. Septic is that last 
thing that needs to go.  
 
 

-- 
Unsubscribe 

Disclaimer: This electronic message may contain information that is Proprietary, Confidential, or legally 
privileged or protected. It is intended only for the use of the individual(s) and entity named in the message. If 
you are not an intended recipient of this message, please notify the sender immediately and delete the material 
from your computer. Do not deliver, distribute or copy this message and do not disclose its contents or take any 
action in reliance on the information it contains. 



1

Charlie Smith

From: Barber, Carley <carley.barber@ifco.com>
Sent: Monday, April 15, 2024 2:27 PM
To: Records Clerk
Cc: Office of Chairman La Rosa; Office of Commissioner Clark; Office of Commissioner 

Passidomo; Office of Commissioner Graham; Office of Commissioner Fay; Lisa 
Simmons; Steve Egan; simmonsrandy77@gmail.com

Subject: Objection to Environmental Utilities, LLC's (EU) Plan for Installation of Central Sewer on 
Little Gasparilla Island

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organiza on. Exercise cau on when opening a achments or clicking links, 
especially from unknown senders. 

Good Afternoon Public Service Commission Members, 
 
I hope this letter finds you well. My name is Carley Barber, and my family has deep roots on Little Gasparilla Island. My 
mother and father separately own two homes on the island (8230 Little Gasparilla, Placida, FL 33946 & 8270 Little 
Gasparilla, Placida, FL 33946). They both worked extremely hard and made other sacrifices in their lives so that their 
children and grandchildren could experience the unique place that is Little Gasparilla Island.  
 
It is unfortunate that I am writing to you yet again to express my strong opposition to Environmental Utilities LLC's (EU) 
proposed application for wastewater service on our beloved island. 
 
Little Gasparilla Island holds a special place in my heart and in the hearts of many others. Its unique charm, devoid of 
roads and cars, allows it to retain its pristine natural beauty. I have been coming to the island for over 30 years and I have 
witnessed the island's tranquil allure and the importance of preserving its unspoiled environment. 
 
In my original letter, I outlined several concerns regarding EU's proposal, including the financial burden it would impose 
on homeowners and the potential damage to our fragile ecosystem. However, we now have the additional concern that 
further emphasizes the unsuitability of this project: the effect on the nesting pair of American bald eagles on the north end 
of the island.  
 
As stewards of our environment, it is our responsibility to protect and respect the habitats of native species, which include 
the eagles, burrowing owls and many gopher tortoises. The installation and operation of wastewater equipment and 
services would undoubtedly disrupt the birds’ nesting sites, as well as the gopher tortoises’ burrows, jeopardizing their 
safety and survival. Such disruption is not only ethically unacceptable but also legally reprehensible under various 
environmental protection laws. 
 
Furthermore, the adverse effects of this project extend beyond ecological concerns. The narrow paths and delicate 
vegetation of our island are ill-suited for the heavy machinery and service trucks required for wastewater installation. The 
potential destruction of these natural assets would not only diminish the island's aesthetic appeal but also infringe upon the 
property rights of homeowners. Under EU’s plan, the homeowners would not be compensated for this use of their land or 
any of the landscaping and property destruction that would inevitably be caused by the equipment needed for wastewater 
installations. They are barely financially and emotionally recovering from the effects of last year’s hurricanes on their 
island homes and under the proposed plan would be responsible for forking over an exorbitant amount for a service they 
don’t want or feel is necessary. 
 
I know that my family would face significant financial hardship due to the proposed wastewater installation. The initial 
costs and ongoing expenses imposed by EU, which are substantially higher than any other area in Florida, would force 
them to sell their properties, a devastating and unfair outcome for many people. 
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We believe that as county commissioners, it is your elected duty to represent your constituents. It is worth noting that 
aside from those who would personally financially benefit from EU's plan, there are few, if any, residents that have 
expressed a need or want for this service on the island. This point reenforces the lack of genuine community support for 
the proposed wastewater service. 
 
This wastewater service project does not make sense for Little Gasparilla Island. There have been no tests and no 
incidents to suggest that there are any quality issues with the water supply on or around the island. The community on the 
island has a small town feel and when one person is having a septic truck barged over to have their tank pumped, several 
others will plan together to have theirs done on the same day. Homeowners on the island talk to each other, help each 
other and take care of their homes and current septic systems appropriately. Approval of EU’s application is going to 
force so many good, hard-working people off the island and cause an influx of big business, rental companies and new 
owners who do not appreciate what we have now. 
 
In light of these considerations, I implore you to reject EU's application for wastewater service. The consequences of such 
a decision would be dire, not only for the residents of Little Gasparilla Island but also for the delicate ecosystem. 
 
Thank you for your attention to this matter. I trust that you will make the right decision for the well-being of our island 
and its inhabitants. 
 
Carley Barber 
Manager, Customer Data Solutions 
  

  
  
IFCO Systems US, LLC 
3030 N. Rocky Point Drive W.  |  33607 Tampa  |  US 
T: 813.463.4118 | M: 813.323.4815 
carley.barber@ifco.com  |  www.ifco.com 

Sign up for our newsletter dedicated to the fresh grocery supply chain! 
 



PETER STIMMEL 

P.O. Box 961 

291 Kettle Harbor Drive/Don Pedro Island 

Placida, FL  33946 

peteyrotten@gmail.com 

(970) 819‐8972 

 

April 16, 2024 

  RE:  Docket #20240032‐SU 

 

Commissioner Fay 

Commissioner.fay@psc.state.fl.us 

I am writing to voice my opposition to the proposed sewage project on Palm Island.  As a contractor in 
Colorado,  I bid on and won both city and  federal government projects.   We were provided extensive 
blue prints and spec sheets.   There was always a minimum of 3 bidders.   The winner was vetted and 
bonded.  Having one bidder on what sounds like an unusual, far‐from‐standard project gives me pause.  
Cost, guarantees and qualification in similar projects should all be taken into consideration.   

The islanders were all but unanimous in rejecting Mr. Jack Boyer dba Environmental Utilities LLC and this 
project just last year.  I have never met the man but in my 7+ years living on the island full‐time, I have 
never heard a positive word said about him.  Most of the negativity comes from a water project on LGI 
that sounded  like some questionable steps were taken,  leading to an arrest.   Have water quality tests 
been completed identifying the need for a new system in light of the fact that very few residents live on 
the  island year‐round  (most being 2nd and 3rd homes with occasional weekenders)? Has a  study been 
done as to the reliability of a pump and suction sewer system in other locations?  

It seems a  lot more questions need to be answered before the bidding process should be reopened to 
contractors qualified to guarantee such a system.  Since we, the islanders, will bear the brunt of the cost 
and  inconvenience  of  such  a  project,  we  deserve  more  research  to  be  done  and  more  information 
provided.  When a community spends well over $100,000 fighting a project like last year,   I believe our 
concerns are real and should be considered. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 

 

Peter Stimmel 

 




