BEFORE THE FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION

In re: Petition for determination of need for DOCKET NO. 20250078-E1
DeLand West-Dona Vista Transmission Line

in Volusia and Lake Counties, by Duke Energy | DATED: July 7, 2025
Flonida, LLC.

DUKE ENERGY FLORIDA, LLC’S
PREHEARING STATEMENT

Duke Energy Florida, LLC (“DEF”), pursuant to the Order Establishing Procedure in this

proceeding, Order No. PSC-2025-0182-PCO-EI dated May 30, 2025, hereby submits its

Prehearing Statement:

A. Known Witnesses — DEF intends to offer the direct testimony of:
Witness Subject Matter Issues
Dave Rahman Provides an overview of the DEF transmission 1-4

system; describes the DeLand West-Dona Vista
transmission line project, including the design
and operating voltage of the proposed
transmission line, the starting and ending points
of the line, the approximate cost of the project
and the projected in-service date; addresses the
specific conditions, contingencies, and factors
which demonstrate the need for the transmission
line, including a discussion of DEF’s
transmission planning process and the reliability
benefits of the DeLand West-Dona Vista project;
presents the major transmission alternatives to
the project that were evaluated and rejected by
DEF in favor of the DeLand West-Dona Vista
project; and discusses the adverse consequences
to DEF’s electric system and customers if the
DeLand West-Dona Vista project is delayed or
denied.






C. Statement of Basic Position

DEF submits that the proposed DelLand West-Dona Vista 230 kV transmission line is
necessary to ensure the continued reliability and adequacy of the transmission system in Central
Florida. The new 230 kV transmission line, which extends approximately 26.5 miles from DEF’s
DeLand West Substation in Volusia County to DEF’s Dona Vista Substation in Lake County, is
projected to be in service January 2030. This project is a key component in DEF’s long-term
system planning and aims to (1) improve reliability for customers served by existing 69 kV
circuits; (2) increase east-to-west power transfer capabilities; (3) relieve potential overloads and
low voltage conditions; and (4) reduce line loading on existing circuits.

In addition to the proposed DelLand West-Dona Vista 230 kV transmission line project,
DEF has evaluated four alternative projects for meeting the identified need and determined the
proposed DelLLand West-Dona Vista 230 kV transmission line project was the most efficient and
cost-effective solution, having considered the demand for electricity, enhancing electric system
reliability and integrity, and addressing the need for abundant, low-cost electrical energy to assure
the economic well-being of the citizens of this state.

The Commission should approve DEF’s petition for determination of need for the DeLand
West to Dona Vista 230 kV transmission line to preserve electric system reliability and integrity
in the area and to maintain low-cost electrical energy for the economic well-being of the residents
of Florida.

D. Issues and Positions - DEF’s positions on the issues identified in this proceeding are as
follows:

Duke Energy Florida, LLC

ISSUE 1: Is there a need for Duke Energy Florida, LLC’s proposed DeLand West-Dona Vista
230 kV transmission line, taking into account the need for electric system reliability
and integrity, as prescribed in Section 403.537, Florida Statutes?

DEF: Yes, as demonstrated in DEF’s Petition, testimony, and exhibits.

ISSUE 2: Is there a need for Duke Energy Florida, LLC’s proposed DeLand West-Dona Vista
230 kV transmission line, taking into account the need for abundant, low cost
electrical energy to assure the economic well-being of the citizens of the State, as
prescribed in Section 403.537, Florida Statutes?

DEF: Yes, as demonstrated in DEF’s Petition, testimony, and exhibits.
ISSUE 3: Are Duke Energy Florida, LLC’s Deland West Substation in Volusia County and
its Dona Vista Substation in Lake County the appropriate starting and ending points

for the proposed DelLand West-Dona Vista 230 kV transmission line?

DEF: Yes.












